
A MEMORIAL LETTER 
from CEO Fred S. Klipsch 

 
The world of audio has lost one of its last great legends. Our founder, Paul W. Klipsch, 
has passed away at the age of 98. 
 
Last year, our company celebrated Paul’s birthday with him at the original Klipsch 
manufacturing facility in Hope, Arkansas. At the party, which was thrown by Paul’s wife, 
Valerie Klipsch, Paul talked about days gone by with company veterans (some of whom 
have been with Paul and the company for two and even three decades) and discussed the 
science of audio with a new, and rather awestruck, loudspeaker engineer. 
 
Stories of Paul’s lasting wit and superior intellect were indeed true, which is what often 
made it difficult to accept the fact that he was 98 years old. And that is, in fact, the 
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